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MR. MURAD: Today is November 7th, 
2001. The time now is 1047 hours. My name 


is Murray Murad, M-U-R-A-D, with Richard 


Dun, D-U-N. We are currently sitting with 


Lieutenant --— 


LIEUTENANT MANN: Bradley Mann. 


MR. MURAD: And your rank? 


LIEUTENANT MANN: Lieutenant. 


MR. MURAD: Where do you work? 


LIEUTENANT MANN: Chief of Department's 


office, planning unit. 


MR. MURAD: This interview is being 


conducted at the Fire Department 


Headquarters at the Bureau of Investigations 


and Trials, and this is in regards to the 


tragic event on September 11th, 2001. 


Q. Lieutenant Mann, will you give your 
account? 
A. I was working the day tour. 


Approximately 10 minutes of 9, I was sitting in 
my cube with Captain Abdonahmod. The window in 
my cube overlooks Manhattan. 

As we were speaking, I thought I heard 


some type of noise. Abdo and I turned around and 
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looked out the window and saw thick black smoke 
billowing from the top of the World Trade Center. 


I got up, I walked around the corner to 


Chief Nigro's office, told him to look out the 


window. I walked down the hall to Chief Ganci's 


office and told him to look out the window. 
Chief Ganci told me to get everybody together, 
get as much equipment as we could find and we 


would meet in Manhattan. 


I grabbed Lieutenant John Nevins from 


the document control unit. We went to the EMS 


command where we secured about six radios and as 


many helmets as we could find. We went 


downstairs to the street, waited outside the 


building, and we got into a vehicle with Chief 


Cassano, the Citywide Tour Commander, and we 
responded into Manhattan. That was approximately 


10 minutes to 9 when I first looked out the 


window. I would say that we left headquarters 
probably about 9:05 a.m. 

We drove into Manhattan. We crossed 
the Brooklyn Bridge, from mid-span on the 
Brooklyn Bridge, from what we could see, it 


looked like just about everything from the 70th 
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floor on up was on fire. 

Chief Cassano was making some phone 
calls, and Lieutenant Nevins and I were 
discussing some things in the car as to what our 


role may be seeing as we didn't know what 


officers were already on the scene. 


We arrived in Manhattan. We came over 


the Brooklyn Bridge, went down Park Row and drove 


across Murray Street to South Broadway. Chief 
Cassano parked his car on the corner of South 
Broadway and Vesey. 

We exited the car. We put on our 


helmets and our turnout coats. Lieutenant Nevins 


and I made a right turn and headed west on Vesey 


Street between WIC 7 an WTC 2. By that point 
already, debris was falling from the towers. I 


actually was hit in the back by an unknown body 


part. I don't know what it was. 


We headed west on Vesey Street to the 


intersection of West Street. At that point I saw 


Lieutenant Davila from battalion 4, who at that 


point was the EMS command officer. I asked him 


what he needed, and he asked me to assist him to 


set up the EMS staging area. 
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At that point Lieutenant Nevins and I 


established an EMS staging area on Vesey Street 


between West Street and West End Avenue. We had 


approximately 50 to 60 ambulances on the street 
at that point, and we were in the process of 


organizing them and keeping track of who was 


there. 

As time went on, more staff chiefs 
arrived. Chief Gombo arrived. He took command 
of the incident. We spoke with him as to what 


type of action he wanted us to take, and he told 


us as soon as we had a count on how many units we 


had, ALS and BLS, to let him know and he would 


request resources as he needed them. 

I would say probably about maybe a half 
hour or so later all of a sudden we heard a roar. 
And I looked at Lieutenant Nevins and he looked 


at me, and we looked up. And the next thing we 


knew there was another plane, and it crashed into 


the other tower. 


We were in the staging area th ntir 


time. Shortly before the first tower came down I 


remember feeling the ground shaking. I heard a 


terrible noise, and then debris just started 
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flying everywhere. People started running 


towards the st 


taging area. 


By 


that point we probably had 70 or 80 


ambulances and vehicles in the staging area. 


People were jumping in their vehicles, trying to 


drive away from the scene. And Lieutenant Nevins 


and I instructed everybody to leave their 


vehicles and run west as far as they could until 


they couldn't 


The 


run anymore. 


rationale behind that being is if 


everybody tried to get out in a vehicle at the 


same time, obviously the street would be clogged 


and nobody would be able to get out. And as it 


turns out, a good majority of the vehicles that 


we told peopl 


to leave were crushed on Vesey 


Street just west of West Street. 


By the time the debris settled from the 


first collapse, we started to walk back east 


towards West Street, and a few minutes later -- I 


really don't remember the time frames because w 


were so busy in trying to account for who was in 


the staging area and who wasn't -- we basically 


had the same thing: The ground shook again, and 


we heard another terrible noise and the next 
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think we knew the second tower was coming down. 


And again we were running for our lives on Vesey 
street. 


We ran as far as we could, turned the 


corner at West End Avenue and took shelter in the 


lobby of an office building, where we meet met up 


with a lot of the other chiefs Chief Gombo, 


Chief Kowalczyk -- and we discussed some further 


actions plans as to what we were going to do, 


seeing as we knew we weren't operating ina safe 
area. And we decided that we were going to 


establish a north staging area at Chelsea Piers. 


At that point myself and Chief 


Kowalczyk and an unknown EMT responded in an 


ambulance. I believe it was a Jamaica Hospital 
ambulance. We got a ride up to Chelsea Piers 
where we began to set up a staging area. I 


stayed at Chelsea Piers for the next three or 
four hours, organizing units and having resources 
ready to be called south. 

And then sometime in the afternoon, 
probably 2 or 3:00, I was requested to report 


back down to Chambers Street, and I was put to 


work on the command report. And that's pretty 
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much it. We just started doing shift work at the 


command post from about 3:00 p.m. on the llth for 
the next about two and a half weeks. And that's 
really it. 
MR. MURAD: Rich, any questions? 
MR. DUN: No. 
Q. Were you operating with radios? 
A. We did have radios. I don't even know 
who I got it from, to be honest -- oh, I'm sorry, 
I remember when I took it. We were on citywide. 


I was the staging officer. And until Chief Gombo 


took over, I was communicating with Lieutenant 


Davila. 
MR. MURAD: Any other questions? 
Lieutenant Mann, I appreciate you 
giving the interview. This concludes the 
interview, and the time now is 10:55 hours. 


This concludes this portion of the 


interview. Thank you. 


